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His contemporaries were dazzled by his career, and among
those who co-operated with him were some of the ablest men
of the day. The memory of him that remained to posterity
caused him to be known as the " Wonder of the World."
He was a dreamer and a visionary, but an active one, eager
with all the impatience of youth to put his visions into
immediate practice. He dreamed noble dreams, and on the
religious side they were not out of tune with contemporary
ideas. But the revolt of the Romans showed how grievously
he had misconceived the political situation. Even had they
been faithful, the result would have been little different. He The disas
was trying to pivot his Empire upon Rome, whereas
power was based entirely on Germany. The neglect of, . in the
Germany aroused the deep resentment of the nobles, especially German
in his native Saxony ; open revolt was threatened, and only kingdom
the fidelity of his cousin Henry of Bavaria prevented it from
breaking out. The German bishops, on whom so much
depended, were equally estranged by the diminution of their
importance ; and their leader, archbishop Willigis of Mayence,
had a private grievance of his own, because Otto had upheld
the rights of the bishop of Hildesheim over the convent of
Gandersheim (where Otto's sister Sophia was a nun) against
the claims of the metropolitan,1
At the same time, the Italian kingdom was in process of (&)in the
dissolution. Rome reverted to the state from which Otto
I had rescued it. The Tusculan nobles and the Crescentii
disputed the mastery of the city and of the Papacy, which
lost its universal character on the death of Sylvester II six-
teen months after that of Otto. In the centre, the faithful
marquis Hugh of Tuscany was already dead. In the north,
marquis Ardoin of Ivrea, who had twice revolted during
Otto's lifetime and even arrogated to himself the title of
king, was able at once to assume the crown of Italy. The
German troops, taking with them the body of Otto for burial,
as he had desired, at Aix, had to fight their way back through
North Italy. The peace and unity which Otto I had given
to the Italian kingdom was at an end.
On the one hand, then, the reign of Otto III is a fascin-
1 This issue was provocative of continual discord.    With kings and Pope
against them Willigis and his successors continued to raise it, until at last
in 1125 Aribo renounced his claim and peace was restored,
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